The Society of the Magi

     The story of the Magi is one of the most compelling in the Bible. The ‘wise men,’ as Matthew called them, were the first Gentiles to worship Jesus as the Messiah. They brought gifts to our Lord as a sign of his kingship. It was part of their legacy to us and it is the reason we remember them.

     The Diocese of New York created the Society of the Magi to honor the act of giving to God through the Church by members of our congregations. The Society recognizes the act of giving as a witness to the spiritual impact of the Church in our lives. Society members honor our Lord in the same way the Magi did two millennia ago.

     A person automatically becomes member of the Society by including this church in what are generally accepted as planned gifts or by making a current major gift. These gifts are of two general forms, either (1) a deferred gift, such as in a Will, charitable gift annuity, gift from a retirement fund, life insurance gift, or trust, or (2) a transfer of current assets to benefit the congregation.

     Everyone making a planned gift or current major gift to any congregation or institution of the Episcopal Diocese of New York is a member of the Society. Each parish can select the appropriate way to present the certificate of membership.  

     Please speak to the clergy about joining the Society of the Magi or contact the Rev. Richard Sloan, Diocesan Stewardship Officer, by email at Rsloan@dioceseny.org or 212-316-7427. 

Why Leave a Legacy?
    A legacy is something valuable given to a future generation. It is most frequently in the form of a bequest in a Will. People have created legacies to benefit the Church for over a thousand years. Some churches in our diocese continue to benefit immensely from such legacies. And, legacies make a significant difference in the lives of the people in your community.

    Nevertheless, you might ask, why should you leave a legacy to your church? Isn’t it up to each generation to support the Church? The Book of Common Prayer (p. 445) directs clergy to encourage their parishioners to include the church in their estate plans. But, there are other reasons we should consider leaving a legacy to our churches. Some of them are described below.

· You can make a difference is someone’s life

· The good works and ministries you have supported over the years at your church will expand and continue after you have departed

· Future generations will experience the same ministries you have found rewarding   

· Your descendants will learn about the importance you have placed on doing God’s work

· It expresses your thankfulness for what the Church has given you

· Your gift might enable your church to do something that would otherwise be impossible

· You teach people how to give and the importance of generosity

· It witnesses to the faith and values that give meaning to your life

· We want to be remembered for the good works we supported during our lives

· A legacy shows others that there has been a serious commitment to the church’s mission and financial integrity by its members

